Boston Marathon bombings

“Boston bomber” redirects here. For the Douglas Boston
bomber aircraft, see Douglas A-20 Havoc.

The Boston Marathon bombings and subsequent re-
lated shootings were a series of attacks and incidents
which began on April 15, 2013, when two pressure
cooker bombs exploded during the Boston Marathon at
2:49 pm EDT, killing 3 people and injuring an estimated
264 others.”[4] The bombs exploded about 12 seconds
and 210 yards (190 m) apart, near the finish line on
Boylston Street.*[2][9]

The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) took over the
investigation, and on April 18, released photographs and
a surveillance video of two suspects.”[10]°[11]"[12] The
suspects were identified later that day as Chechen broth-
ers Dzhokhar and Tamerlan Tsarnaev. Shortly after the
FBI released the images, the suspects killed an MIT po-
liceman, carjacked an SUV, and initiated an exchange
of gunfire with the police in Watertown, Massachusetts.
During the firefight, an MBTA police officer was injured
but survived with severe blood loss. Tamerlan Tsarnaev
was shot several times in the firefight and his brother sub-
sequently ran him over with the stolen SUV in his escape.
He was pronounced dead at the scene.

An unprecedented manhunt for Dzhokhar Tsarnaev en-
sued on April 19, with thousands of law enforcement of -
ficers searching a 20-block area of Watertown.”[13] Dur-
ing the manhunt, authorities asked residents of Water-
town and surrounding areas, including Boston, to stay in-
doors. The public transportation system and most busi-
nesses and public institutions were shut down, creating
a deserted urban environment of historic size and du-
ration.”[14][15] Around 7:00 p-m., shortly after the
"shelter-in-place" advisory was rescinded, a Watertown
resident discovered Dzhokhar hiding in a boat in his
back yard. Reports conflict as to whether or not he was
armed.”[16] Located within the boat by thermal imaging,
he was shot while in the boat, then arrested and taken to
a hospital shortly thereafter.”[17]

During an initial interrogation in the hospital, Dzhokhar
alleged that Tamerlan was the mastermind. He said
they were motivated by extremist Islamist beliefs and
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, and that they were
self-radicalized and unconnected to any outside terrorist
groups. According to him, they learned to build explosive
devices from an online magazine of the al-Qaeda affili-
ate in Yemen."[18] He said that he and his brother had
decided after the Boston bombings to travel to New York

City to bomb Times Square. Dzhokhar was indicted on
April 22, while still in the hospital, on 30 charges relating
to homegrown terrorism, including use of a weapon of
mass destruction and malicious destruction of property
resulting in death."[6]"[19] Seventeen charges are pun-
ishable by death. He has confessed to planting the bombs
but pleaded not guilty to all charges.”[20]

1 Bombings

The blasts (red) occurred near the finish line, along the marathon
course (dark blue), the first nearer than the second.

On Patriots' Day, April 15, 2013, the annual Boston
Marathon began without any signs of an imminent at-
tack.”[21] Officials swept the area for bombs twice be-
fore the explosions; the second sweep occurred one hour
before the bombs went off. People were able to come
and go freely, and carry bags and items in and out of the
area.”[22]

At 2:49 pm EDT (18:49 UTC), about two hours after the
winner crossed the finish line,”[23] but with more than
5,700 runners yet to finish,"[24] two bombs detonated on
Boylston Street near Copley Square about 210 yards (190
m) apart,”[25]"[26]"[27] just before the finish line."[21]
The first exploded outside Marathon Sports at 671-673
Boylston Street at 2:49:43 pm EDT."[25] At the time of
the first explosion, the race clock at the finish line showed
04:09:43,"[28] reflecting the elapsed time since the Wave
3 start at 10:40 am EDT. The second bomb exploded at
2:49:57 pm EDT,"[23]"[26] about 13 seconds later and
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one block farther west at 755 Boylston Street.”[9]

The blasts blew out windows on adjacent buildings but did
not cause any structural damage. [23]°[29] Some runners
continued to cross the line until 2:57 pm EDT, 8 minutes
after the explosions.* [30]

Police and other emergency workers on the scene

Rescue workers and medical personnel, on hand to assist
runners and bystanders, rushed available aid to wounded
victims in the bombings' immediate aftermath. Addi-
tional units from Boston EMS and the Boston Fire De-
partment were dispatched to assist responders already on-
scene.”[31]°[32] The explosions killed 3 spectators and
injured 264 others, who were treated in 27 local hospi-
tals. At least 14 people required amputations, with some
suffering traumatic amputations as a direct result of the
blasts.”[4]

The marathon was halted abruptly. Boston Police, fol-
lowing emergency plans, diverted the remaining run-
ners away from the finish line to Boston Common and
Kenmore Square. The nearby Lenox Hotel and other
buildings were evacuated. [21] Police closed down a 15-
block area around the blast site; this was reduced to a 12-
block crime scene on April 16."[29]"[33] Massachusetts
Army National Guard soldiers already at the scene joined
local authorities in rendering aid.”[21] Boston police
commissioner Ed Davis recommended that people stay
off the streets.”[29]

Many people dropped backpacks and other bags as
they fled, requiring each to be treated as a po-
tential bomb."[25]7[34] A number of news reports
stated that more bombs had been found nearby and
the Boston Police Bomb Squad said they would per-
form a controlled explosion on the 600 block of
Boylston Street, but in the end no other bombs were
found."[10]°[2117[35]"[36]"[37]"[38]°[39] Some media
outlets also reported a potential bombing at the John F
Kennedy Presidential Library in the Dorchester section
of the city, but this turned out to be an unrelated electri-
cal fire. The Navy sent one of its bomb-disposal units to

Boston to help local authorities.” [40]

Emergency services at work after the bombings

As a precaution, the Federal Aviation Administration
restricted airspace over Boston, and issued a tempo-
rary ground stop for Boston's Logan International Air-
port.”[41] Some Massachusetts Bay Transportation Au-
thority service was halted.”[23] Several cities in Mas-
sachusetts and other states put their police forces on
alert.”[42] U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder directed
that the “full resources” of the U.S. Department of Justice
be brought to bear on investigating the explosions.”[21]

The Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency sug-
gested people trying to contact those in the vicinity use
text messaging, instead of voice calls, because of crowded
cellphone lines.”[23] Cellphone service in Boston was
congested but remained in operation, despite some local
media reports stating that cell service was shut down to
prevent cell phones from being used as detonators. [43]

The American Red Cross helped concerned friends and
family receive information about runners and casual-
ties."[44]7[45] The Boston Police Department also set
up a helpline for people concerned about relatives or ac-
quaintances to contact and a line for people to provide
information.”[46] Google Person Finder activated their
disaster service under Boston Marathon Explosions to log
known information about missing persons as a publicly
viewable file."[47]

Because of the closure of several hotels near the blast
zone, some out-of-town visitors were left with nowhere
to stay; many Boston-area residents opened their homes
to them.”[48]

3 Investigation

The Federal Bureau of Investigation led the investigation,
assisted by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives, the Central Intelligence Agency, the National
Counterterrorism Center, and the Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration,[49] and named two official suspects.* [50]

United States government officials stated that there had
been no intelligence reports that indicated such a bombing
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The FBI reported that this pressure cooker fragment is part of one
of the explosive devices.

would take place. Representative Peter King, member of
the House Intelligence Committee said: T received two
top secret briefings last week on the current threat levels
in the United States, and there was no evidence of this at
all.” "[51]

Following the identification of the suspects, their father
claimed that the FBI had been watching his family and
questioned his sons in Cambridge, Massachusetts, five
times in relation to possible explosions on the streets of
Boston."[52]

FBI photo of emptied fireworks allegedly recovered from
Dzhokhar Tsarnaev's backpack, found in a landfill near the
UMass Dartmouth campus

At the site of the explosion, investigators found shrapnel
that included bits of metal, nails, and bearing balls, [53]
as well as black nylon pieces from a backpack."[54]
The lid of a pressure cooker was found on a nearby
rooftop.”[55] Investigators also found the remains
of an electronic circuit board and wiring.*[53]*[56]
All evidence was sent to the FBI Laboratory for
analysis.”"[57] Both of the improvised explosive de-
vices were pressure cooker bombs, manufactured by
the bombers."[57]"[58]"[59][60] Authorities reportedly
confirmed that the brothers used bomb making instruc-
tions found in Al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula's
Inspire.”[61]°[62] After the suspects were identified, The
Boston Globe reported that Tamerlan purchased fireworks

from a fireworks store in New Hampshire.* [63]

On April 19, the FBI, West New York Police Depart-
ment, and Hudson County Sherift's Department seized
computer equipment from the suspects' sister's apartment
located in West New York, New Jersey.* [64]

On April 24, the FBI and the Department of Homeland
Security released a joint intelligence bulletin which the
Los Angeles Times reports to include the “preliminary
analysis of recovered evidence, [for] each device” . The
report says investigators believe that the two homemade
bombs used were triggered by long-range remote controls
used for toy cars; and that investigators have finished a
preliminary reconstruction of the bombs that were used
during the April 15 attacks."[65]

4 Events of April 18-19

4.1 Identification of suspects: Dzhokhar
and Tamerlan Tsarnaev

Tamerlan (front) and Dzhokhar Tsarnaev wearing a Bridgestone
hat on security camera footage just prior to the bombing. This
and other images released by the FBI taken from other security
footage and photos from bystanders would later be considered
a “turning point” in the investigation, leading to the subsequent
manhunt and capture. *[66]

In a news conference held at 5:20 pm on April 18, the FBI
released photographs and surveillance videos showing
two suspects—each carrying backpacks and walking non-
chalantly but purposefully in single file formation—and
sought the public's help in identifying them."[67]"[68]
The FBI released the photos, in part, to limit the dam-
age by those wrongly targeted by incorrect news reports
and social media speculations.* [69] Authorities later said
that releasing the suspect's photos “was a turning point
in the investigation, no doubt about it.” *[66]
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Jeff Bauman, a victim who lost both legs,*[70] was adja-
cent to the location of one of the bombs; upon recovering
consciousness, he asked for pen and paper and wrote a
note to the FBI, “bag, saw the guy, looked right at me”
.“[70] Bauman was later able to provide detailed descrip-
tions to the authorities of a suspect who was seen placing
a backpack beside him at the bombing scene two and a
half minutes before it exploded, enabling the photo to be
identified and circulated quickly."[70]"[71]"[72]

The suspects, initially identified by the FBI as unnamed
suspects 1 and 2 (or “black hat” and “white hat” , respec-
tively) from photographic and video evidence, had “acted
differently” after the explosions; they had stayed to watch
the aftermath and walked away “casually” , rather than
fleeing. " [68] Asked for assistance in identifying the sus-
pects, the public provided a deluge of photographs and
home movie records to police, which were scrutinized by
both authorities and online public social networks. [68]

Despite video footage taken at the scene,”[73] the sus-
pects were not identified by authorities before killing
a police officer and hijacking a civilian. The source
of identification was RMV records on the Honda ve-
hicle, which was used in a subsequent kidnapping and
then abandoned.”[74] The suspects were then identi-
fied as two brothers whose family had immigrated to
the United States as refugees around 2002: 26-year-
old Tamerlan Tsarnaev (Russian: Tamepnan LlapHaes
/ temer'la:n tsar'nar.ef/), born on October 21, 1986, and
killed on April 19, 2013, and 19-year-old Dzhokhar Tsar-
naev (Russian: Ixxoxap Llapraes / d30s'xar tsarnar.ef/),
born on July 22, 1993.*[75]*[76]*[1ower-alpha 1]

4.2 MIT shooting and carjacking

Scenes and approximate times of events of April 18—19

A few hours after the photos were released, the sus-
pects shot Sean A. Collier of the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology Police Department multiple times, killing
him*[77] for his gun, which they could not get out be-
cause of the holster's retention system.”[78] Collier, aged
27, was seated in his police car near the Stata Center
(Building 32), on the Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy campus. [17]"[79] He was taken to Massachusetts
General Hospital in nearby downtown Boston, where he
was pronounced dead.”[17]7[80] Some law enforcement
officials described the killing as an assassination.”[79]

The duo then carjacked a Mercedes-Benz M-Class SUV
in the Allston-Brighton neighborhood of Boston; Tamer-

lan took the owner hostage and told him that he was re-
sponsible for the Boston bombings and for killing a po-
lice officer.”[17] Dzhokhar followed them in the green
Honda, later joining them in the Mercedes-Benz. Later
interrogation allegedly revealed that the brothers “de-
cided spontaneously” that they wanted to go to New York
and bomb Times Square.* [81]

The suspects forced the hostage to use his ATM cards
to obtain $800 in cash until the daily cash withdrawal
limit was reached.”[82]"[83] They transferred objects to
the Mercedes-Benz and one brother followed it in their
Honda Civic,”[84] for which an all-points bulletin was is-
sued. The car's owner, a Chinese national named Dun
Meng (referred to only as “Danny” in early reports),”[85]
escaped while the suspects stopped at a gas station; he ran
across the street to another gas station, asking the clerk to
call 911.7[86]"[87] His cellphone remained in the vehi-
cle, allowing the police to focus their search on Water-
town. [88]

4.3 Shootout with police

Shortly after midnight on April 19, a Watertown po-
lice officer, Joseph Reynolds, identified the brothers in
a Honda Civic and the stolen SUV, and a ferocious gun-
fight followed on the 100 block of Laurel St, between the
brothers and police arriving at the scene.”[5]7[17]"[89]
An estimated 200-300 rounds of ammunition were fired
and at least one further bomb and several “crude
grenades" were thrown. [89][90]

According to Watertown Police Chief Edward Deveau,
the brothers had an "arsenal of guns.” “[91] Also ac-
cording to Deveau, the older brother, Tamerlan, ran
out of ammunition and was tackled and apprehended by
police, while the younger brother Dzhokhar drove the
stolen SUV toward police and over Tamerlan, dragging
him a short distance down the street.”[17]7[92]7[93][94]
Dzhokhar Tsarnaev sped off, but about a half-mile away
at the corner of Spruce and Lincoln streets he abandoned
the car and escaped on foot.”[17]"[88]7[95]°[96]

Upon searching the scene only one firearm, a Ruger
9mm pistol, with a defaced serial number, was recov-
ered.”[97]7[98] Within a 10-minute span, officers fired
many rounds, peppering the area and leaving over a dozen
nearby houses with scores of bullet holes.”[99] Tamerlan
Tsarnaev was transported to Beth Israel Deaconess Med-
ical Center, where he was pronounced dead on April 19
at 1:35 a.m. The emergency room doctors said that he
did not appear to have been run over.“[100]

According to the death certificate, Tsarnaev's cause of
death was “gunshot wounds of torso and extremities,
blunt trauma to head and torso,” and “shot by police
then run over and dragged by motor vehicle.” The death
was ruled a homicide."[101]

During the firefight, 33-year-old MBTA Police Offi-
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cer Richard H. Donohue Jr."[102] was also critically
wounded by what may have been friendly fire.”[103] He
was taken to Mount Auburn Hospital, where he was in
critical but stable condition.”[104] Fifteen other police
officers sustained minor injuries during the firefight.”[5]
A 50-page report on the manhunt produced by Harvard
Kennedy School's Program on Crisis Leadership found
that a lack of coordination between the (too many) police
agencies involved put the public at excessive risk during
the shootout.”[105]

4.4 Manhunt and capture of Dzhokhar
Tsarnaev

The FBI released additional photos of the two dur-
ing the Watertown incident.”[106] Early on April 19,
Watertown residents received reverse 911 calls ask-
ing them to stay indoors.”[107] On the morning of
April 19, Governor Patrick asked residents of Water-
town and adjacent cities and towns (Allston-Brighton,
Boston, Belmont, Brookline, Cambridge, Newton,
and Waltham)*[108]°[109] to "shelter in place".”[110]
Somerville residents also received a reverse-911 call with
orders to shelter in place.’k [111]

A 20-block area of Watertown was cordoned off and res-
idents were told not to leave their homes or answer the
door as officers in tactical gear scoured the area. He-
licopters circled the area and SWAT teams in armored
vehicles moved through in formation, with officers go-
ing door-to-door.”[112] On the scene were the FBI,
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explo-
sives, the Department of Homeland Security, the Na-
tional Guard, the Boston and Watertown Police depart-
ments and the Massachusetts State Police. The show
of force was the first major field test of the interagency
task forces created in the wake of the September 11 at-
tacks."[113]

The entire public transit network, as well as most Boston
taxi service,*[lower—alpha 2] was suspended, as was
Amtrak service to and from Boston.”[79]"[115] Logan
International Airport remained open under heightened
security.*[l 15] Universities, schools, many businesses,
and other facilities were closed as thousands of law en-
forcement personnel participated in an unprecedented
door-to-door manhunt in Watertown, as well as following
up other leads, including at the house the brothers shared
in Cambridge. Seven improvised explosive devices were
recovered by bomb squads.”[116]

The father of the Boston Marathon bombers, speaking
from his home in Makhachkala, Dagestan, encouraged
his son to: “Give up. Give up. You have a bright
future ahead of you. Come home to Russia.” He con-
tinued, “If they killed him, then all hell would break
loose.” *[117] On television, Dzhokhar's uncle from
Montgomery Village, Maryland, pleaded with him to turn
himself in."[118]

Post-capture celebrations in Boston's student-heavy Mission Hill
neighborhood

The manhunt ended on the evening of April 19, two hours
after the shelter-in-place order had been lifted."[119]
Outside the search area, a Watertown resident stepped
outside and noticed that the cover on his boat in his
back yard was loose.”[120] He looked into the boat and
saw a body lying in a pool of blood, and he promptly
notified police.”[121] Authorities surrounded the boat
and verified movement through a forward looking in-
frared thermal imaging device in a State Police heli-
copter.”[5]"[122] When the suspect started poking at the
tarp of the boat, police began a large volume of gunfire
at the boat, stopping only after the Superintendent on the
scene called for a cease fire. Celebrations followed law
enforcement's capture of Tsarnaev.”[123]7[124]

According to Boston Police Commissioner Ed Davis, and
Watertown Police Chief Deveau, Tsarnaev was shooting
from inside the boat at police, “‘exchanging fire for an
hour.” *[91] After he was captured, Tsarnaev was found
not to have any weapons.”[125] He was taken into cus-
tody at 8:42 pm”[126]"[127] and transported to Beth Is-
rael Deaconess Medical Center, where he was listed in
critical condition”[128] with multiple gunshot wounds to
the head, neck, legs and hand.*[129] Initial reports that
the neck wound was from a self-inflicted gunshot from
a possible suicide attempt were later contradicted by the
revelation that he was unarmed at the time of capture and
a description of the neck wound by SWAT team members
that the neck wound was a slicing injury, possibly caused
by shrapnel from an explosion.“[130]

5 Legal proceedings

5.1 Interrogation

United States Senators Kelly Ayotte, Saxby Chambliss,
Lindsey Graham, and John McCain, and Representative
Peter T. King, suggested that Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, a U.S.
citizen, should be tried as an unlawful enemy combat-
ant rather than as a criminal, potentially preventing him
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from obtaining legal counsel."[131]"[132] Other sources,
including Alan Dershowitz, a prominent American legal
scholar and lawyer, said that doing so would be illegal and
would jeopardize the prosecution.”[133]7[134] The gov-
ernment decided to try Dzhokhar in the federal criminal
court system and not as an enemy combatant.”[135]

Dzhokhar was questioned for 16 hours by investiga-
tors but stopped communicating with them on the night
of April 22 after Judge Marianne Bowler read him a
Miranda warning.*[Sl]*[136] Dzhokhar had not previ-
ously been given a Miranda warning, as federal law en-
forcement officials invoked the warning's public safety
exception.”[137] This raised doubts whether the suspect's
statements during this investigation would be admissi-
ble as evidence and led to a debate surrounding Miranda
rights."[138]"[139]"[140]

5.2 Charges and detention

On April 22, formal criminal charges were brought
against Dzhokhar Tsarnaev in the United States District
Court for the District of Massachusetts during a bedside
hearing while he was hospitalized. He was charged with
use of a weapon of mass destruction, and with malicious
destruction of property resulting in death.”[6] Some of
the charges carry potential sentences of life imprison-
ment or the death penalty.”[141] Tsarnaev was judged
to be awake, mentally competent, and lucid, and he re-
sponded to most questions by nodding. When the judge
asked him whether he was able to afford an attorney,
he responded “no"; he is represented by the Federal
Public Defender's office.”[142] On April 26, Dzhohkar
Tsarnaev was moved from Beth Israel Deaconess Med-
ical Center to the Federal Medical Center at Fort De-
vens, about 40 miles (64 km) from Boston. FMC De-
vens is a federal prison medical facility at a former Army
base“[143] where he is being held in solitary confinement
at a segregated housing unit”[144] with 23-hour-per-day
lockdown."[145]°[146]

On July 10, Dzhokhar Tsarnaev pleaded not guilty to 30
charges in his first public court appearance, including a
murder charge for MIT police officer Sean Collier.”[147]
He was back in court for a status hearing on September
23,"[148] and his lawyers requested more time to prepare
their defense.”[149] On October 2, Tsarnaev's attorneys
asked the court to lift the special administrative measures
(SAMs) imposed by Attorney General Holder in August,
saying the measures had left Tsarnaev unduly isolated
from communication with his family and lawyers, and
that no evidence suggests he poses a future threat.”[150]

5.3 Trial

A trial in federal court was scheduled for November 3,
2014."[151] Attorneys for Tsarnaev asked for a change
of venue from Boston to Washington, D.C."[152] a move

that was opposed by prosecutors.”[153]

Judge George O'Toole ruled on September 24, 2014 that
the trial will begin on January 5, 2015, two months later
than planned, due to the extensive amount of evidence
needed to be examined by both sides. He said the defense
motion for a lengthier delay, until September 2015, was
not warranted. He also ruled that the defense had failed
to demonstrate that media coverage had “so inflamed and
pervasively prejudiced the [potential area jury] pool that
a fair and impartial jury could not be empaneled in the
district” , refusing their request for a change of venue to
Washington, D.C."[154] On December 18, 2014, Tsar-
naev attended a pre-trial hearing, his first time in public
since July 2013.7[155]

6 Motives and backgrounds
Main article: Dzhokhar and Tamerlan Tsarnaev

According to FBI interrogators, Dzhokhar and his brother
were motivated by extremist Islamic beliefs, and “were
not connected to any known terrorist groups"; instead
learning to build explosive weapons from an online mag-
azine published by al-Qaeda affiliates in Yemen."[18]
They further alleged that "[Dzhokhar and] his brother
considered suicide attacks and striking on the Fourth of
July;"[156] but ultimately decided to use pressure cooker
bombs (capable of remote detonation) and other IEDs.”
Fox News reported that the brothers “chose the presti-
gious race as a 'target of opportunity' ... [after] the build-
ing of the bombs came together more quickly than ex-
pected” .*[157]"[158]

Dzhokhar said he and his brother wanted to defend Islam
from the U.S., which conducted the Iraq War and War
in Afghanistan, in the view of the brothers, against Mus-
lims."[7]"[135]°[159] Later a CBS report revealed that a
note scrawled by Dzhokhar with a marker on the interior
wall of the boat where he was hiding said the bombings
were “retribution for U.S. military action in Afghanistan
andIraq” , and called the Boston victims 'collateral dam-
age', “in the same way innocent victims have been collat-
eral damage in U.S. wars around the world.” *[160] Ac-
cording to The New York Times the portion of the boat's
interior with the note would likely be cut from the hull
with permission from the owner and presented in court
as evidence. [161]

Despite the seemingly outwardly religious motivation of
the Tsarnaev brothers, some political science and pub-
lic policy scholars suggest that Islam may have played
only a secondary role in the attacks.”[162] Sympathy
towards the political aspirations in the Caucasus region
and Tamerlan's inability to become fully integrated into
American society appear to be the primary motives in
their opinion. [162] According to The Los Angeles Times,
a law enforcement official said Dzhokhar “did not seem
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as bothered about America's role in the Muslim world” as
his brother Tamerlan had been.”[62] Dzhokhar identified
Tamerlan as the “driving force” behind the bombings,
and said that his brother had only recently recruited him
to help."[135]7[163]

The West New York, NJ, apartment of one of the suspects’ sisters
was searched by the FBI, the West New York Police Department
and the Hudson County Sheriff.

Tamerlan Tsarnaev was born in 1986 in the Kalmyk
Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic, North Cauca-
sus.”[164] Dzhokhar was born in 1993 in Kyrgyzstan, al-
though some reports say his family claims he was born
in Dagestan.”[165] The family spent time in Tokmok,
Kyrgyzstan, and in Makhachkala, Dagestan.”[83]"[166]
They are half Chechen through their father, Anzor, and
half Avar[167] through their mother, Zubeidat. Al-
though they never lived in Chechnya the brothers self-
identified as Chechen.”[165]°[168]°[169]"[170]

The Tsarnaev family emigrated in 2002 to the United
States, [17]"[168]"[1711"[172] where they applied
for refugee status, settling in Cambridge, Mas-
sachusetts. [76] Tamerlan Tsarnaev attended Bunker
Hill Community College but dropped out to become a
boxer. His goal was a place on the U.S. Olympic boxing
team saying that “unless his native Chechnya becomes
independent” he would “rather compete for the United
States than for Russia” .*[173]"[174] He was married
on July 15, 2010 in the Masjid Al Quran Mosque”[175]
in Dorchester, to a U.S. citizen, Katherine Russell,
who was pregnant with their daughter.”[176] He stated
that he “didn't understand” Americans and had not a
single American friend. He had a history of violence,
including an arrest in July 2009 for assaulting his then

girlfriend. *1177]

The brothers are Muslim, with Tamerlan's aunt
stating that he had recently become a devout Mus-
lim."[169]°[170] Tamerlan, in the three years
before his death, became more devout and reli-
gious,*[178]*[179] and a YouTube channel in his name
linked to Salafist*[178] and Islamist'[176]"[180]°[181]
videos. The FBI was informed by the Russian Federal
Security Service (FSB) in 2011 that he was a “follower of
radical Islam.” *[180] In response, the FBI interviewed
Tamerlan and his family, and searched databases, but did
not find any evidence of “terrorism activity, domestic or
foreign.” *[182]"[183]7[184]"[185]"[186][187] During
the 2012 trip to Dagestan, Tamerlan was reportedly
a frequent visitor at a mosque on Kotrova Street in
Makhachkala, [188]7[189]"[190] believed by the FSB
to be linked with radical Islam."[189] Some experts
believe “they were motivated by their faith, apparently
an anti-American, radical version of Islam” acquired
in the U.S.,"[191] while others believe the turn to
radicalism happened in Dagestan.”[192]

At the time of the bombing, Dzhokhar Tsarnaev was a
student at the University of Massachusetts Dartmouth,
with a major in marine biology."[193] Dzhokhar became
a naturalized U.S. citizen on September 11, 2012.71194]
Tamerlan's boxing coach reported to NBC that the young
brother was greatly affected by his brother and admired
him."[195]°[196]

Tamerlan Tsarnaev was previously connected, but at
the time not a suspect, to the triple homicide in
Waltham, Massachusetts on the evening of September
11, 2011."[1971°[198] Brendan Mess, Erik Weissman,
and Raphael Teken were murdered in Mess' apartment.
All had their throats slit from ear to ear, with such great
force that they were nearly decapitated. The local district
attorney said that it appeared that the killer and the vic-
tims knew each other, and that the murders were not ran-
dom.”[199] Tamerlan Tsarnaev had previously described
murder victim Brendan Mess as his “best friend.” *[200]
After the bombings and subsequent revelations of Tsar-
naev's personal life, the Waltham murders case was re-
examined in April 2013 with Tsarnaev as a new sus-
pect.*[197] Both ABC and The New York Times have re-
ported that there is strong evidence that implicate Tsar-
naeyv for this triple homicide. [200]°[201]

Some analysts claim the Tsarnaev brothers' mother,
Zubeidat Tsarnaeva, is a radical extremist and sup-
porter of jihad, who influenced her sons' behav-
ior.”[202]"[203][204] This prompted the Russian gov-
ernment to warn the U.S. government about the fam-
ily's behavior, on two occasions. Both Tamerlan and his
mother were placed on a terrorism watch list about 18
months before the bombing took place.”[205]

According to a Wall Street Journal report citing state-
ments by anonymous US officials, Russia withheld in-
formation from U.S. intelligence after its initial warn-
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ing, after which it denied U.S. requests for more infor-
mation.”[206]

7 Other arrests and detentions

On April 15, several people who were near the scene
of the blast and the surrounding area were taken into
custody and questioned about the bombings, including
a Saudi man whom police stopped as he was walking
away from the explosion, and detained when some of
his responses to questions ‘made them uncomfortable”
120717120817 [209]°[210] Law enforcement searched
his residence in a Boston suburb. CNN later reported
that he was found to have no connection to the attack; an
unnamed U.S. official said, “he was just at the wrong
place at the wrong time.” “[36]"[211]7[212]

On the night of April 18, two men riding in a taxi in
the vicinity of the shootout were arrested and released
shortly thereafter when police determined they were not
involved in the Marathon attacks.”[213] Another man
was arrested several blocks from the site of the shootout
and was forced to strip naked by police who feared he
might have concealed explosives. He was released that
evening after a brief investigation determined that he was
an innocent bystander."[214]7[215]

On May 22, the FBI interrogated Ibragim Todashev, a
Chechen from Boston, in Orlando, Florida. During the
interrogation he was shot and killed by an FBI officer who
claimed that Todashev attacked him."[216] The New York
Times quoted an unnamed law enforcement official as
saying that Todashev had confessed to the 2011 Waltham
murders and implicated Tsarnaev as well."[217] How-
ever, the father of Ibragim Todashev claims that his son is
innocent and that federal investigators are biased against
Chechens and made up their case against him."[218]

7.1 Dias Kadyrbayev, Azamat Tazhayakov
and Robel Phillipos

During the night of April 18-19, police arrested two
Kazakhstan natives living in the U.S., Dias Kadyrbayev
and Azamat Tazhayakov (19 and 20 years old, re-
spectively) and an unnamed girlfriend of one of the
men, at the off-campus housing complex at which Tsar-
naev had sometimes stayed in New Bedford, Mas-
sachusetts.”[219]7[220]7[221] All three were soon re-
leased. The men were Dzhokhar Tsarnaev's room-
mates.” [222]

On April 20, Kadyrbayev and Tazhayakov were re-
arrested in New Bedford, and held on immigration-
related violations. On May 1, they appeared before a
federal immigration judge and were charged with over-
staying their student visas."[223]°[224]"[225] That same
day, Kadyrbayev and Tazhayakov were charged crimi-

nally with:

wilfully conspir(ing) with each other to
commit an offense against the United States
--by knowingly destroying, concealing and
covering up objects belonging to Dzokhar ‘-
namely, a backpack containing fireworks and
a laptop computer, with the intent to impede,
obstruct, and influence the criminal investiga-
tion of the Marathon bombings.* [226]"[227]

If convicted, Kadyrbayev and Tazhayakov could be sen-
tenced to up to five years' imprisonment and assessed
$250,000 fines. Tazhayakov denied any wrongdoing at
the time of arrest.

Robel Phillipos, a 19-year-old U.S. citizen of Ethiopian
descent and living in Cambridge, was arrested and faced
charges of knowingly making false statements to po-
lice.”[222]"[228] He graduated from high school in 2011
with the younger Tsarnaev brother. He was released on
$100,000 bail, and placed under house confinement with
an ankle bracelet."[229] On October 28, 2014, Philli-
pos was convicted on two charges of lying about being
in Tsarnaev's dorm room. He later acknowledged he
had been in that room while two other friends removed
a backpack containing potential evidence relating to the
bombings.“[230] Phillipos faces a maximum sentence of
eight years' imprisonment on each count.”[231]

Phillipos, Kadyrbayev, Tazhayakov, and Tsarnaev en-
tered the University of Massachusetts Dartmouth in the
fall of 2011 and knew each other well. After seeing pho-
tos of the as-yet unidentified Tsarnaev on television, the
three men are alleged to have traveled to Tsarnaev's dorm
room where they retrieved a backpack and laptop belong-
ing to Tsarnaev. The backpack was discarded, but police
recovered the backpack and contents in a nearby New
Bedford landfill on April 26. During interviews, the men
initially denied visiting the dorm room but later admitted
their actions.”[222]7[232]

On August 8, 2013, Dias Kadyrbayev and Azamat
Tazhayakov were indicted by a federal grand jury on
charges of conspiracy to obstruct justice. This was after
allegedly helping Dzhokhar Tsarnaev dispose of a laptop,
fireworks, and a backpack after the bombings. If con-
victed, each would face up to 25 years in prison, and they
also could be deported.”[233] On July 21, 2014, Azamat
Tazhayakov was convicted of obstruction of justice and
conspiracy. [234]

7.2 Khairullozhon Matanov

On May 30, 2014, Khairullozhon Matanov, 23, of Quincy
was charged with “one count of destroying, altering,
and falsifying records, documents, and tangible objects
in a federal investigation, specifically information on his
computer, and three counts of making materially false,
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fictitious, and fraudulent statements in a federal terror-
ism investigation,” according to the U.S. attorney's office
for Massachusetts. The indictment unsealed on May 30
claims that Matanov bought dinner for the two Tsarnaev
brothers 40 minutes after the bombings, and after their
photos were released to the public, viewed them on-line
then attempted to reach Dzhokhar. He tried subsequently
to give away his cell phone and deleted hundreds of docu-
ments from his computer. According to prosecutors this
was an attempt to mislead investigators about the nature
of his relationship with the brothers and to conceal that he
shared the brother's philosophy of violence. If convicted
he could face up to 20 years in prison. His lawyer claims
“He had no intent to mislead the investigation.” *[235]

8 Victims

8.1 Deaths

Three spectators were killed in the bombings: Krys-
tle Marie Campbell, 29, a restaurant manager from
Medford, Massachusetts; [236] Lu Lingzi (Chinese:
E 4 £),"[237]"[238] 23, a Chinese national and
Boston University graduate student from Shenyang,
Liaoning; [239]°[240][241][242] and Martin William
Richard, an eight-year-old boy from the Dorchester
neighborhood of Boston, who was killed by the second
bomb."[243]"[244]

On April 18 at about 10:48 pm, Sean A. Collier, 27, an
MIT police officer (formerly with the Somerville Aux-
iliary Police Department from 2006 to 2009)*[245] of
Wilmington, Massachusetts, living in Somerville, Mas-
sachusetts, was ambushed in his police car and died
from multiple gunshot wounds from the bombing sus-
pects.”[77]

8.2 Injuries

According to the Boston Public Health Commission,
264 people were treated at 27 local hospitals.”[4]"[246]
Eleven days later, 29 remained hospitalized, one in criti-
cal condition.”[247] Many victims had lower leg injuries
and shrapnel wounds, which indicated the devices were
low to the ground.”[248] At least sixteen people lost
limbs, at the scene or by amputation in a hospital, and
three lost more than one limb.*[249]*[250]°[251]"[252]

Doctors described removing “ball-bearing type” metal-
lic beads a little larger than BBs, and small carpenter-type
nails about 1 to 2.5 centimeters (0.4 to 1 in) long.*[253]
Similar objects were found at the scene.”[53] The New
York Times cited doctors as saying because the bombs
were low to the ground, they mainly injured legs, an-
kles and feet instead of fatally injuring abdomens, chests,
shoulders and heads.”[254] Some victims had perforated
eardrums.[248]

During a firefight with the suspects just after mid-
night on April 19, 33-year-old MBTA police officer
Richard H. Donohue Jr. was critically wounded.”[102]
He lost almost all of his blood, and his heart stopped
for 45 minutes, during which time he was kept alive by
cardiopulmonary resuscitation.”[255] The Boston Globe
reported that Donohue may have been accidentally shot
by a fellow officer.’[103]

Marc Fucarile, who lost his right leg and received severe
burns and shrapnel wounds, was the last victim released
from hospital care, on July 24, 2013.7[256]

9 Reactions

Law enforcement, local and national politicians, and var-
ious heads of state reacted quickly to the bombings, gen-
erally condemning the act and expressing sympathies for
the victims.*[54]°[257]

9.1 Aid to victims

The Prudential Tower lit up with a large “1” for the One Fund
Boston, a week after the bombings

The One Fund Boston, established by Massachusetts
Governor Deval Patrick and Boston mayor Thomas
Menino and administered by attorney Kenneth Feinberg,
expects to make distributions to bombing victims by
June 30."[258]"[259] “In my 20 years as mayor, I've
never seen the business community come together so
quickly,” said Mayor Menino."[260] A week after the
bombings, crowdfunding websites, such as GoFundMe,
GiveForward, FundRazr, YouCaring and Fundly, re-
ceived more than 23,000 pledges promising more than $2
million for the victims, their families, and others affected
by the bombings.”[261] On May 30, 2013 the Boston
Strong concert at the TD Garden in Boston benefitted the
One Fund. The concert featured Aerosmith, James Tay-
lor, Boston, J. Geils Band, Dropkick Murphys, New Kids
on the Block, Bell Biv DeVoe, Boyz II Men, Jimmy Buf-
fett, Carole King, Extreme, and Jason Aldean.
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The Israel Trauma Coalition for Response and Prepared-
ness sent six psychologists and specialists from Israel
to help Boston emergency responder, government ad-
ministrators, and community stakeholders develop post-
terrorist attack recovery strategies.”[262]

Following a $212,000 donation from Health Bridge Man-
agement on September 12, 2013, the One Fund Boston
had received more than $69.8 million in donations.”[263]

9.2 Local

Victims of the bombing are remembered at Copley Square in
Boston

As a safety precaution, the NHL postponed a Boston Bru-
ins home game against the Ottawa Senators at TD Gar-
den scheduled for April 15, to April 28 instead.”[264]
The Boston Symphony Orchestra canceled its April 15
performance.”[265] On April 16, the MBTA public
transit system, which was partly shut down, was un-
der heavy National Guard and police presence and it
was shut down a second time April 19 during the man-
hunt.”[79]"[115]7[266] The NBA's Boston Celtics game
scheduled for April 16 against the Indiana Pacers was
canceled since both teams' playoff seedings were already
set."[264] The Boston Red Sox game at Fenway, the Bru-
ins game, and the Big Apple Circus performance sched-
uled for April 19, were postponed to support efforts of
law enforcement officers.”[267] The NCAA announced
on April 19 that the 2013 NCAA Men's Division III Vol-
leyball Championship, scheduled for April 26-28 at the
MIT campus in Cambridge, would be moved to Nazareth
College in the Rochester, New York area.”[268]

In the days after the bombings, makeshift memorials be-
gan to spring up all along the cordoned off area sur-
rounding Boylston Street. The largest was initially located
on Arlington Street, the easternmost edge of the barri-
cades. Starting with flowers, tokens and T-Shirts, [269]
the makeshift memorial at Arlington Street quickly ex-
panded prior to the move of the easternmost edge of the
barricade westward from Arlington Street to Berkeley
Street, as well as the move of the memorial from Ar-
lington Street to Berkeley Street.”[270] The growth of
the memorial at Berkeley Street was rapid over the pro-

ceeding days starting with a small pile of assorted me-
mentos on April 17, 2013 *[2711°[272] and growing to
a substantial shrine on April 18, 2013."[273] By April
19, 2013, the memorial was beginning to swell outwards
toward Berkeley Street itself.”[274] With the reopening
of Copley Square to the Public, the memorials along the
boundaries of Boylston street, including the largest one at
Berkeley Street, were consolidated and moved into Cop-
ley Square.”[275] In June the Makeshift Memorial lo-
cated in Copley Square was taken down and the memorial
objects located there were moved to the archives in West
Roxbury for cleaning, fumigation, and archiving."[276]

Boston University established a scholarship in honor of
Lii Lingzi, a student who died in the bombing.”[277]
On April 26, the Celtics honored the bombing victims
and first responders before their playoff game against the
Knicks at home in the TD Garden."[278] The Bruins'
home playoff games held tributes to the Marathon bomb-
ing victims and first responders before the opening face-
off."[279] After the Chicago Blackhawks defeated the
Bruins in the 2013 Stanley Cup Finals, the Blackhawks
took out a full-page ad in the Boston Globe thanking the
city of Boston for respect and sportsmanship during the
Cup Finals and praising their recovery from the bomb-
ings.”[280] On September 12, the New England Patriots
honored 25 first responders with special jerseys in a cer-
emony before their opening home game against the New
York Jets at Gillette Stadium in Foxborough.*[281] Af-
ter the Red Sox won the 2013 World Series, the team
used their celebratory parade on November 2, 2013, to
honor the victims of the bombings at a dedication on the
marathon finish line, a move considered to help the city
“reclaim” its spirit that was lost after the bombing."[282]

Patch worn by the Boston Red Sox in memory of Boston
Marathon bombing victims

A couple, Christian Williams and Caroline Reinsch, who
both had sustained injuries in the bombing, and who
had learned they were expecting while in hospital, had
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a daughter on December 18, 2013.7[283]

9.3 National

President Barack Obama delivering a statement on April 15,
2013, in the aftermath of the bombings

President Barack Obama addressed the nation after the
attack.”[284] He said that, although the perpetrator(s)
were still unknown, the government would “get to the
bottom of this” and that those responsible “will feel the
full weight of justice” ."[285] The President addressed
the American people the next day, and later said, “Any
time bombs are used to target innocent civilians, it is an
act of terror.” *[286] President Obama ordered flags to
half-staff until April 20 on all federal buildings as “a
mark of respect for the victims of the senseless acts of
violence perpetrated on April 15, 2013, in Boston, Mas-
sachusetts.” “[287] On April 18, President Obama ad-
dressed an interfaith service at the Cathedral of the Holy
Cross in Boston to honor the victims of the attacks. [288]

Moments of silence were held at various events across the
country, including at the openings of the New York Stock
Exchange, NASDAQ, and NYMEX on the day after the
bombings. [289]

A Boston Remembrance Run held in Portland, Oregon,
on April 17, drew over 1,000 runners in a silent show of
support.”[290] The Oklahoma City Memorial Marathon
organizers asked runners, volunteers, and spectators to
wear red socks. Marathon organizer Andrea Miles said,
“As Oklahomans and folks participating in the OKC
Memorial Marathon, we have such a deep connection to
not only the marathon but the events from the Murrah
bombing that have led to this memorial,” Miles said. “So
now we're not just running to remember the 168 peo-
ple who were lost in 1995 but also to honor Boston and
stand in solidarity with them.” .*[291] The marathon in
Lansing, MI was the first marathon ran in the United
States after the bombing. The events featured a moment
of silence led by Mayor Virg Benero in respect for those
affected by the incidents in Boston. This was preceded by
Benero joining a Michigan resident who, after stopping
short of the finish in Boston due to the bombings, finished
the remaining half-mile of the race in Lansing.”[292]

On June 7, 2013, a cross-country relay, One Run

for Boston,"[293] left Venice Beach, Los Angeles,
California, for Boston. Organized by three Britons —
Danny Bent, Kate Treleaven and James Hay—to support
the Boston One Fund, the relay included more than 2,000
runners in 319 stages of 5 to 12 miles for a total of more
than 3,000 miles in 14 states. The GPS baton carried to
track the relay's progress crossed the Boston Marathon
Finish Line around 1 am on July 1, 2013.

9.4 International

The bombings were denounced and condolences were
offered by many international leaders as well as lead-
ing figures from international sport. Security mea-
sures were increased worldwide in the wake of the at-
tack.”[294]°[295]"[296]°[297]

In China, users posted condolence messages on Weibo in
response to the death of Lii Lingzi.”[298] Chris Buck-
ley of The New York Times said “Ms. Lu's death gave
a melancholy face to the attraction that America and its
colleges exert over many young Chinese.” *[240] Laurie
Burkitt of The Wall Street Journal said “Ms. Lu's death
resonates with many in China” due to the one-child pol-
icy.*[299]

Organizers of the London Marathon, which was held six
days after the Boston bombings, reviewed security ar-
rangements for their event, despite there not being any
threat against it. Hundreds of extra police officers were
drafted in to provide a greater presence on the streets,
but despite the security concerns a record 700,000 spec-
tators lined the streets. Runners in London observed a 30-
second silence in respect for the victims of Boston shortly
before the race began, and many runners wore black rib-
bons on their vests. Organisers also pledged to donate
US$3 to a fund for Boston Marathon victims for every
person who finished the race.”[300]°[301]°[302]

Organizers of the 2013 Vancouver Sun Run, which was
held on April 21, 2013, donated $10 from every late entry
for the race to help victims of the bombings at the Boston
Marathon. Jamie Pitblado, vice-president of promotions
for The Vancouver Sun and The Province, said the money
would go to One Fund Boston, an official charity that's
collecting donations for the victims and their families.
Sun Run organizers raised anywhere from $25,000 to
$40,000. There were over 48,000 participants, many
dressed in blue and yellow (Boston colors) with others
wearing Boston Red Sox caps. [303]

Petr Gandalovic, ambassador of the Czech Republic, re-
leased a statement after noticing much confusion on Face-
book and Twitter (and from a former CIA agent, live
on CNN) between his nation and the Chechen Republic.
“The Czech Republic and Chechnya are two very differ-
ent entities — the Czech Republic is a Central European
country; Chechnya is a part of the Russian Federation.”
“[304]
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Security was also stepped up in Singapore in response
to online threats made on attacking several locations in
the city-state and the Singapore Marathon in December.
Two suspects were investigated and one was eventually
arrested for making false bomb threats.”[305]

9.4.1 Russian reaction

The Russian government said special attention would be
paid to security at upcoming international sports events
in Russia, including the 2014 Winter Olympics.”[306]
According to the Russian embassy in the U.S., President
Vladimir Putin condemned the bombing as a “barbaric
crime” and “stressed that the Russian Federation will be
ready, if necessary, to assist in the U.S. authorities' inves-
tigation.” “[307] He urged closer cooperation of security
services with Western partners.*[308]

Senator Saxby Chambliss and Republican Richard Burr
reported that Russian authorities had separately asked
both the FBI (at least twice: during March and Novem-
ber 2011) and the CIA (September 2011) to look care-
fully into Tamerlan Tsarnaev and provide more infor-
mation about him back to Russia.*[309] *[310] "[311]
Russian Federal Security Service (FSB) secretly recorded
phone conversations between Tamerlan Tsarnaev and his
mother Zubeidat Tsarnaeva (they vaguely and indirectly
discussed jihad) and sent these to the FBI as evidence
of possible extremist links within the family.”[312] How-
ever, while Russia offered US intelligence services warn-
ings that Tsarnaev planned to link up with extremist
groups abroad, an FBI investigation yielded no evidence
to support those claims at the time. In addition, sub-
sequent U.S. requests for additional information about
Tsarnaev went unanswered by the Russians. [313]

But Russian authorities and mass media blame U.S.
authorities for negligence because the authorities were
warned by Russian counterparts several times long before
the bombing happened.”[314] Moreover Russian authori-
ties and mass media since the spring of 2014 blame USA
for politicaly motivated false information about lack of
response from Russian authorities after subsequent U.S.
requests. As a proof a letter from Russian Federal Secu-
rity Service (FSB) were shown to the members of U.S.
Congressmen official delegation to Moscow during their
visit. This letter with information about Tsarnaev (includ-
ing his biography details, connections and phone number)
has been sent from FSB to FBI and CIA during March
2011.7[315]

Chechen reactions On April 19, 2013, the press-
secretary of the head of the Chechen Republic, Ramzan
Kadyrov, issued a statement that, inter alia, read: “The
Boston bombing suspects have nothing to do with
Chechnya” J[316]°[317] On the same day, Kadyrov
was reported by The Guardian to have written on
Instagram:“[318]

Any attempt to make a link between
Chechnya and the Tsarnaevs, if they are guilty,
is in vain. They grew up in the U.S., their
views and beliefs were formed there. The roots
of evil must be searched for in America. The
whole world must battle with terrorism. We
know this better than anyone. We wish recover
[sic] to all the victims and share Americans'
feeling of sorrow.

Akhmed Zakayev, head of the secular wing of the
Chechen separatist movement, now in exile in London,
condemned the bombings as “terrorist” and expressed
condolences to the families of the victims. Zakayev de-
nied that the bombers were in any way representative of
the Chechen people, saying that “the Chechen people
never had and can not have any hostile feelings toward
the United States and its citizens.” "[319]

The Mujahideen of the Caucasus Emirate Province of
Dagestan, the Caucasian Islamist organization in both
Chechnya and Dagestan, denied any link to the bomb-
ing or the Tsarnaev brothers and stated that it was at
war with Russia, not the United States. It also said
that it had sworn off violence against civilians since
2012.7[320]°[321]°[322]

9.5 Criticism of lockdown

The day-long lockdown was criticized as being an over-
reaction by some. Michael Cohen of The Observer said
that Americans have little experience with daily terror-
ism compared to some countries and “‘are more primed
to .. assume the absolute worst” .*[323] He wrote
that it was not the first time dangerous murderers have
been on the loose in a large American city, naming
Christopher Dorner in February 2013 and the Beltway
sniper attacks in October 2002, yet in none of the pre-
vious cases had a lockdown been used. [323] Moreover,
critics, including Thomas R. Eddlem of The New Ameri-
can, Sean Collins of Spiked, and former Presidential can-
didate Ron Paul, said that martial law does not work,
noting that the suspect was not found until the curfew
was lifted."[323]"[324]17[325]"[326] Paul characterized
the lockdown as “a violation of civil liberties.” *[326]

Haaretz's Chemi Salev wrote that “in terms of cost-
benefit analysis, from the evil terrorist's point of view,
the Boston Street bombings and their aftermath can only
be viewed as a resounding triumph” | since the “rela-
tively amateurish” terrorists managed to intimidate a vast
number of people and got a maximum amount of public-
ity."[327] In The New York Times, Ross Douthat com-
mented about Salev's thoughts that the massive manhunt
operation just might deter other amateur terrorists but
not hard-core terrorists such as Mohammed Atta.”[328]
Douthat argued that out-of-the-ordinary measures can
only be used when terrorism itself is out-of-the-ordinary:
if attacks started to occur more often, people would not
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be as willing to comply with shelter in place commands,
yet once a terrorist has been hunted with such an opera-
tion, it is hard to justify why such measures should not be
taken the next time."[328]
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Conflicting reports

Police Commissioner Edward F. Davis gives a news conference
about the bombings on April 15. Governor Deval Patrick is sec-
ond from right.

On the afternoon of the bombings, The New York Post
reported that a suspect, a Saudi Arabian male, was under
guard and being questioned at a Boston hospital.”[329]
That evening, Boston Police Commissioner Ed Davis said
that there had not been an arrest.”[330] The Post did not
retract its story about the suspect, leading to widespread
reports by CBS News, CNN, and other media that a Mid-
dle Eastern suspect was in custody. [331] The day after
the bombing, a majority of outlets were reporting that the
Saudi was a witness, not a suspect.*[332]

The New York Post on its April 18 front page showed
two men, and said they were being sought by the authori-
ties. The two were not the ones being sought as suspects.
They were a 17-year-old boy and his track coach. The
boy, from Revere, Massachusetts, turned himself over
to the police immediately and was cleared after a 20-
minute interview in which they advised him to deactivate
his Facebook account.”[333]7[334] New York Post edi-
tor Col Allan stated, “We stand by our story. The image
was emailed to law enforcement agencies yesterday after-
noon seeking information about these men, as our story
reported. We did not identify them as suspects.” The two
were implied to be possible suspects via crowdsourcing
on the websites Reddit"[334] and 4chan.”[335]

Several other people were mistakenly identified as sus-
pects.”[336] Two of those wrongly identified as sus-
pects on Reddit were a 17-year-old track star and
Sunil Tripathi, a Brown University student missing since
March.*[337]7[338] Tripathi was found dead on April 23
in the Providence River.*[339]

On April 17, the FBI released the following statement:

Contrary to widespread reporting, no arrest
has been made in connection with the Boston
Marathon attack. Over the past day and a
half, there have been a number of press reports
based on information from unofficial sources
that has been inaccurate. Since these stories of-
ten have unintended consequences, we ask the
media, particularly at this early stage of the in-
vestigation, to exercise caution and attempt to
verify information through appropriate official
channels before reporting.*[340]* [341]

The decision to release the photos of the Tsarnaev broth-
ers was made in part to limit damage done to those
misidentified on the Internet and by the media, and to
address concerns over maintaining control of the man-
hunt."[69]

BBC News reported that the initial announcements from
the authorities had been praised for using language “with
care and deliberation” to avoid victimization of religious
minorities, but that “a xenophobic undercurrent in the
American response to the tragedy” was shown by some
comments on social networking websites. [342]

11 See also

e 2013 Bat Yam bus bombing, bombing of a public
bus in Israel using a pressure cooker bomb

e 2010 Times Square car bombing attempt, attempted
bombing in New York City using a pressure cooker
bomb and other explosive devices

e Centennial Olympic Park bombing, bomb attack
targeting the Atlanta 1996 Summer Olympics

e Crime in Massachusetts

12 Footnotes

[1] Names in Chechen: Llapraes Anzop-klant dxosxlap
and Llapraes Anzop-klant Tamepnan.

[2] Taxi service was restored before the manhunt ended and
transit service resumed.”[114]
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